utdoor Loves:

Life of the Lawn Party

When the weather is nice, my family and | do a lot of entertaining
outdoors, which means there is a premium on seating. No matter how
many chairs and benches we have, we occasionally host a get-together
where we run short of chairs. This yvear, we decided to add a funky
loveseat to our motley outdoor seating collection. The fact that it is
made from an old pallet will probably make it among the most popular
seats outside the house.
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L 21" (533mm)

QOutdoor Loveseat Materials List’

(127mrm)-thick pallet 21" x 60" (533 x 1524mm)

A Seat/back pallets 2

B Frontlegs 2 1" (38mm)-thick stock 5% x 27" (140 x B86mm)
C Rearlegs P TWA" (38mm)-thick stock 5% x 39" (140 x 991mm)
D Side stretchers 2 1" (25mm)-thick stock " x 21" (76 ¥ 533mm)

E Arms -2 1" (25mm)-thick stock 4" x 17" (102 x 432mm)

*Overall project dimensions are approximate
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1 selectthe seat/back pallet (A). While most of
the projects in this book are made from individual
pleces of lumber harvested from pallets, this
toveseat takes advantage of a fully assembled
pallet. | noticed that this particular pallet was
unigue in the way that it was built; instead of
having one center 2x4, it had two. | was able to use
this to my advantage to create this project.

2 Trim away any damage. Because my pallet (A)
had sustained some damage on one end, | decided
to trim away that portion.

3 cut the pallet in half lengthwise (A). The

unusual construction of this pallet—I haven't sean
another one like it—made me realize | could use a
reciprocating saw to cut the pallet (A) lengthwise
into two mirrored halves.
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4 Begin designing the loveseat. With the pallet
cut in two, it became clear that ! would be able
to use each half as an intact unit: one for the seat,
and one for the back (A).

5 Attach the seat and back (A}, then cut the front
legs (B) to shape and attach. | used 3% (89mm)-
long screws to fasten the back to the seat (A).
Then, } used a jigsaw to cut the front leg blanks (B)
into an interesting shape. | nailed the legs into
place on either side of the seat (A), attaching them
to the front edge of the pallet. To temporarily

hold the loveseat up so | could continue working,
linserted a scrap wood riser block under the

back edge,

6 Finthe gaps in the seat (A). In an effort to keep
the seat (A) as comfortable as possitle, | filled in

the gaps betwesn the boards of the original paliet
with wood pieces | scavenged from another pallet.

? Cut and attach the rear legs (C) and side
stretchers (D). | tapered the base of the rear leg
blanks (C), and then nailed them into the thicker
parts of the back and seat sections (A} to attach
them. | also attached the side stretchers (D) to
connect the front and rear legs (8 and C) and
provide a base for the arms (E). | aligned the top
edge of each stretcher piece with the tops of the
front legs.
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8 Attach the arms (E). To create the arms
(E), T installed a board on each side of the seat,

10 Einish the loveseat as desived. By painting the
legs and arms (B, C, D, and E) of the oveseat gray,

attaching them to the side stretchers (D). It created  the wood tones of the seat and back really popped
a comfortable armrest as well as a good place to into prominence.

set a beverage.

& curve the tops of the rear legs (C}. To soften
the corner at the top of each rear leg (C), | used

a jigsaw and created a curve in its place,
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